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Begum Hasrat Mahal and the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 


The girl, who reached the court after being liked by the Nawab of Awadh. Later 
Nawab Wajid Ali Shah of Awadh took her in as his younger wife. After she gave 
birth to Birgis Qadir as her first son, she was called Begum Hasrat Mahal. After the 
British usurped Awadh in 1856 and imprisoned the Nawab in the Calcutta jail, 
Begum took over the leadership of Awadh. When the sepoy rebellion in India 
became fierce, she freed Lucknow from the British with the help of the rebel 
forces and declared her son Birgis Qadir as Nawab. 


With the support of Nana Saheb of Peshawa, his secretary Azimullah Khan, Mirza 
Bahadur Bakht (grandson of Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah Jafar) and other 
rebels, Begum made 8-10 thousand troops and freed Lucknow city from the 
British. When the English army under the leadership of General Lawrence was 
surrounded by the rebels, British India asked the Nepal government for help in 
suppressing the rebellion, so Jung Bahadur Rana reached Lucknow with his army 
on March 5, 1858. The Nepalese army led by him took about 15 days to liberate 
Lucknow from the rebels. On March 19, the rebels under the leadership of Begum 
Hasrat Mahal fled with arms and some ammunition after suffering heavy 
casualties in the last battle at Musabagh. 


Arrival of rebels in Nepal 


The escaped rebel leaders and soldiers came to Banke via Nanpara. After the 
British came there, they reached Balrampur through the banks of Rapti and from 
there they came to Nepal at the end of 1858 through Chure Ghech and built a fort 
on Sukhora river near Butwal. As the number of rebels who had escaped from 
India was increasing and Indian Lieutenant Colonel Ramsey demanded the 
surrender of the rebels, Jung Bahadur sent 4,000 troops under the leadership of 


Colonel Pahalman Singh Basnet to capture the rebels who had built a fort in the 
Charkoshe bush near Butwal. As the strength of the rebels was very large, the 
army did not do anything immediately. Later, in August 1859, 4,000 troops were 
sent to Butwal under the leadership of General Dhir Samsher. The army attacked 
the rebels and killed about 400 people and arrested 3500 soldiers and rebel 
leaders. 


After capturing the rebels, on November 14, 1859, Jung Bahadur reached Butwal 
with 11,000 troops and met with the rebel leaders. He gave shelter along with 
Begum Hasrat Mahal, Nawab Brijis Qadir, Nana Saheb Dugdu Pant, his mother 
and Queen Kanshi Bai Izzat of Dugdu Pant and arranged allowances and 
accommodation and kept them in Thapathali in Kathmandu. Balarao, who was 
searched for by the British, had already died in Butwal. Another rebel leader, 
Nanarao, was not handed over to the British by Jang Bahadur, who first hid him in 
Kailali and later in Dang. 


Begum Hasrat Mahal died on April 7, 1879 and was buried in an Imambara in 
Kathmandu. After the death of the Begum, her son Nawab Bridges Qadir left for 
India. After India became independent, Begum was given high honors as a 
freedom fighter. The Begum Hasrat Mahal Park in Lucknow has been built in her 
name and the Government of India has even published postage stamps bearing 
her image. 


Impressed by Jung Bahadur's behavior, on May 7, 1860, Begum Hasrat Mahal and 
other dependents placed diamonds and jewels in gold instalments, and presented 
Jung Bahadur as a lookout. Jung Bahadur was not satisfied with that. At that time, 
there was a rumor that the rebels who came from India had brought a lot of 
wealth with them and buried it, so when Jang Bahadur came down to Butwal for 
hunting (at the end of 1866), they dug the place where the rebels lived. But there 
were only a few pottery vessels and a few loaded guns found there. 


In the book Sri tin ko iti vritant ( Facts descriptions of Rana Prime ministers), 
written by Purushottam Shamsher, it is mentioned that the rebels had built a 
strong fort near Butwal. This place is located in the forest east of Butwal Industrial 
Area. The bricks used in the ruins found in this forest match those used in the old 
structures of Allahabad and Lucknow. As mentioned in the book, Jung Bahadur 
had them dig in the forest to find wealth. Even a few years ago, haphazardly dug 
pits were common in Shankarnagar and Karahia Community Forests. Looking at 
these evidences, it can be assumed that Sukhora area is the place where Begum 
Hasrat Mahal came and stayed. 


Why was Butwal chosen? 


The sepoy mutineers who escaped from Lucknow did not come directly to Butwal. 
They initially came to Banke's Rapti bank. There too, after being chased by the 
foreign forces, they reached Tulsipur in India by crossing the banks of the Rapti. 
There too, after losing to the British, they broke up and entered Nepal at different 
times. The rebellion had spread earlier in Gorakhpur than in Lucknow and the 
Nepalese army had already quelled the rebellion. As the rebels were close to 
Butwal to escape, Butwal had come close. Since Butwal had defeated the British 
45 years before that, Nepal would not allow the English troops to enter Butwal 
and they must have led them to Butwal with the thought that they could stay 
safer in this place. Since there was a good relationship between Tansen and 
Awadh during the Sen period, the sepoy rebels must have chosen this area. It 
seems that the sepoy rebels came to Butwal in different groups because they can 
easily communicate with other regions of India and different parts of Nepal and 
because of the current geo-political reasons they can also stay safe. 


